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systems and metaphors...

In the ancient Norse religion of
Asatru, there is a central axis to
the universe that links all the
worlds together. It is a tree called
“Yggdrasill”, the life tree, the very
source of Nature itself. The
sculpture “Yggdrasill” compares
many of the symbols, themes and
systems found in the cosmology
of Asatru (Norse mythology) with
the mechanized industrial sys-
tems of modern western civiliza-
tion.

The universe, as described in
the ancient Icelandic sagas, was
built out of the skull of Ymir the
giant. The basic steel dome-like
stucture of the sculpture mimics
this skull shape. The dome of the
universe is held up by the four
dwarves, North, East, South and
West. They are represented by
four large stones surrounded by
an exoskeleton of zinc-plated
steel, that is both figurative and
suggestive of electric cable tow-
ers. Surrounding the dwarves is
Jotunheimur, the land of the
giants, which is composed of
several carved stones resembling
heads. Inside the outer ring of
Jotunheimur is a series of 36 con-
crete pyramidal “miniature build-
ings” with steel “vents” facing
inward. This is the frozen waste-
land of Niflheimur, the world of

the dead, or the Norse version of
Hell. In the center lies Hvergelmir,
one of the three life-sustaining
wells that supports Yggdrasill.
Following the the steel cable
“roots” up leads to the top of the
dome where the tree Yggdrasill
grows. The tree is surrounded by
a patch of living moss and grass
with 12 small gold-covered
stones, which represent
Asgardur, the home of the gods.
Surrounding ~ Asgaréur s
Midgardur, the world of humans,
which is a ring of concrete slabs
and rusty metal creature-like
miniature factories. They are all
facing outward, away from the
tree, and are all connected to a
network of pipes that flows down
through the structure of the dome
and ultimately empties into
Hvergelmir, the well of life.
Although the sculpture is inspired
by the cosmology of Asatru, the
specific details are not so impor-
tant for the viewer to know. The
forms, materials and dynamic
flow of the system work together
to suggest a larger more open-
ended metaphor and theme that
goes beyond the literal represen-
tations.



kerfi og myvndlikingar...

[ hinni norreenu trd &satrd er
mondull i alheiminum sem tengir
alla heimana saman. bPad er tré
sem heitir Yggdrasill tré lifsins,
upptok  natturunnar  sjélfrar.
Skulptarinn Yggdrasill ber saman
morg af taknunum, pemunum og
kerfunum sem finnast [
heimsmynd asatruarinnar hinnar

norreenu godafreedi og vélveeddu

iOnadarkerfum vestraennar nu-
timamenningar.

Heimurinn, eins og honum er
lyst [ gémlum islenskum ségum
var byggdur ur hauskupu risans
Ymis, adalhring verksins, sem
taknar alheiminn, er eins og
héfudkuapa i laginu.  Grindinni er
haldid uppi af dvergunum fjorum,



Nordur, Austur, Sudur og Vestur.
Peir eru syndir sem fjorir storir
steinar umkrindir af stodgrind ur

sinkhududu  stali. Umhverfis
dvergana er jOtunheimur, land
risanna, sem er gert ur morgum
tilhbggnum steinum sem eru eins
og héfud. Innan i ytri hring j6étun-
heims eru 36 pyramydar litlar
byggingar med loftgrindum ad
framan. Petta er hin frosna audn
niflheims, heims daudans, eda
hins norreena vitis. [ midjunni er
hvergelmir, einn lifbrunnanna sem
neera Yggdrasil. Stalkaplar sem
takna reeturnar na upp a toppinn

bar sem tred Yggdrasill vex. Ygg-
drasill er umkringdur breidu af lif-
andi mosa og grasi, en par eru
einnig tolf gylltir steinar sem takna
Asgard, heim godanna. Umhverfis
Asgard er Midgardur, heimur
mannfolksins, sem er hringur af
steypuklumpum og rydgudum
stalbitum sem eru eins og litlar
verksmidjur. Paer snua allar fra
trenu og tengjast kerfi af rérum
sem fleeda nidur hvelfinguna og
teemast a endanum | Hvergelmi,
brunn lifsins. Jafnvel bo ad Asatru
sé innblasturinn ad skulpturnum
er ekki svo mikilveegt fyrir ahorf-



andann ad vita smaatridin um  opnari likingu og bema sem naer
trana. Formin, efnid og flaedid i lengra en hin boklega tulkun.
verkinu vinn saman i ad mynda
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Midgardur - The world of hum






Nifiheimur - Home of the dead
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...T landslagiu

Jafnvel | afskekktustu natturu
[slands er haegt ad sja merki um
mannlega proun. Ef neer er Ilitid
umhverfis “osnortnu natturuna”
bar sem skulpturin stendur er
haegt ad sja margt sem minnir &
sidmenningu, s.s girdingarstaur,
trebord og bee I fjarska... i raun,
adeins skammt fra er haegt ad sja
gamlar husarustir. [ gegnum arin
mun Skulpturinn einnig heegt
verda endurheimtur af natturunni.
Stalid mun rydga, steypan mun

molna og a endanum mun allt
verkid hrynja. En tred og grasid
munu halda dfram ad vaxa og a
endanum hylja rustirnar. Jafnvel
po ad nutima sidmenningin Ssé
stédugt ad ganga a natturuna,
mun allt sem vid héfum byggt a
endanum eydileggjast, rotna og
verda endurheimt af 6flum nattar-
unnar.




...In the land

Even in the most remote natur-
al settings of Iceland one can
usually see some evidence of
human development. If you take
a closer look around the “pristine”
sculpture site, you will notice
many signs of civilization: a
wooden post, a picnic table, a
city in the distance - in fact, only
a stone’s throw away you can see
the grass covered ruins of an
ancient building. Over the years,
the sculpture too will become like
a set of ruins. The steel will rust,
the concrete will crack, and even-
tually the whole structure will col-
lapse. But the tree and grass will

continue to grow and cover over
the ruins. Even though our mod-
ern civilization is rapidly
encroaching upon nature, every-
thing we build will eventually dis-
integrate, decay and Dbe
reclaimed by the forces of nature.
The sculpture is a mysterious
present day archeological site, as
if seen through the eyes of future
generations. It is meant to be a
reminder that all our human cre-
ations, however grandiose, are
merely temporary, and that the
changing forces of nature are the
only constant.
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